
June 25, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Court Room with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  All commissioners were in attendance.    
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of a quote on 
installation of a sump pump in the elevator shaft, issues with drinking fountains and the loss prevention project.  In 
addition, David Stene and John Rosenberger with regard to IT matters and replacement of telephones.  Donna also noted 
that the board needed to set a liquor license fee for off-sale as this was neglected when establishing licensing fees for on-
sale and Sunday liquor licenses at the April 16th meeting.  Ms. Hanson also wanted to discuss elections in the COVID world 
and the need for security cameras in conjunction with ballot drop boxes.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve the agenda with changes.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if commissioners had a chance to read the minutes of the last meeting.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 5th meeting as presented.  Commissioner Gunderson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward the need for off-sale liquor license fees as this had not been discussed in April when the on-
sale and Sunday liquor license fees had been set at $25.00 each.   This fee is needed in order for the County Road 38 Bar 
and Grill to renew their license.  A/T Hanson stated that setting the off-sale license fee at $25.00 would keep all license 
fees the same, and thereby make things easier when discussing fees with business retailers.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to set the Off-sale liquor license fee at $25.00.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward discussion on the need for security cameras in conjunction with having drop boxes for 
Mail Ballot and Absentee Ballots as with the building currently open by appointment only, and the desire to limit foot 
traffic in the building, and especially her office during elections, she asked for input from the board on whether they 
wanted to go a more permanent security solution, or something to simply meet elections guidelines.  Consensus of the 
board at this time was to look into something permanent for the building and for Donna to work together with Garry 
Johanson, Emergency Management and Sheriff Thornton.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, gave the board an update on the COVID-19 pandemic.  Ms. Kjono noted that as 
of today, Norman County had 19 confirmed cases with 17 recovered and 2 active.  Sarah noted that she had attended the 
State Community Health Advisory Committee Meeting and noted they are trying to work on a proposal idea for regional 
shut downs should another shut down be necessary since the state demographics vary so much from north to south and 
east to west.  Ms. Kjono also touched on the upcoming school year and the 3 scenarios currently being considered by the 
state:  1) open as usual; 2) a hybrid 50/50 plan and 3) distance learning.  A decision as to how to move ahead is planned 
in late July.   
 
Director Kjono then brought forward information she had received from the County Department Heads as to how they 
felt Phase 1 of the reopening has gone.  Sarah noted that overall, departments felt it had gone quite well and they 
recommended that we remain in Phase 1 at this time.  Consensus of the board was to continue with Phase 1.   
 
Noting the time, Chairman Hall called for a short break.  
 
At 10:05 a.m. Kelly Kappes, Custodian, brought before the board a quote from Dakota Plumbing & Mechanical for sump 
pump and drain work in the elevator shaft.  After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to accept 
the quote from Dakota Plumbing & Mechanical in the amount of $1,750.00.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on Kelly’s agenda was tree trimming and removal estimates for trimming dead out of the birch tree, and 
ash tree and removal of the crab tree to the west of the courthouse.  Kelly noted that he had contacted 3 vendors, but at 
this time was only able to receive a quote from Carr’s Tree Service.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to accept the $925.00 quote from Carr’s Tree Service for trimming the dead out of the weeping birch 
tree, trimming the ash tree and removing the crabapple tree to the west of the courthouse.  Commissioner Gunderson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Kelly noted that the drinking fountains had been covered in the discussion earlier with the COVID update from Director 
Kjono.  The remaining item on his agenda was the Loss Prevention Report.  Kelly noted that each year he receives a 
recommendation from the report for surge suppression devices on the main and distribution panels.  After some 
discussion, the board consensus was that Kelly should get estimates for the surge suppression devices.   
 
At 10:17 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with his agenda.  The first item was the CSAH 20 
grant agreement.  Engineer Berndt requested approving a resolution for a grant agreement to State Transportation Fund, 
(Local Bridge Replacement Program) Grant Terms and Conditions for replacing the bridge on CSAH 20 with the 
construction of Bridge No. 54J29.  The amount of the grant has been determined to be $40,166.00.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 06-25-2020-1 a Resolution for a Grant Agreement to State Transportation Fund, 
SP 054-620-014.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  
Resolution adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the Fossum Township bridge replacement.  Engineer Berndt stated that 
bids were opened on June 16th for Project 054-599-065 to replace a bridge in Section 9 of Fossum Township with 2 lines 



of 16 x 12-foot box culverts.  The apparent low bid was received from Landwehr Construction of St. Cloud in the amount 
of $395,210.40.  Engineer Berndt recommended the county accept this bid which was considerably below the engineer’s 
estimate and authorize the contract with Landwehr.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept the low bid and 
award the contract to Landwehr Construction in the amount of $395,210.40.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Berndt then brought forward the contract for the asphalt overlay projects for CSAH 25, 34, 46, 50 and 51 that 
had been awarded at the June 5th board meeting.  Keith has now received the contract between Mark Sand and Gravel 
and Norman County for approval and signature.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve and sign the 
contract with Mark Sand and Gravel.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward was a gravel agreement with Loretta Tastad, the owner of a gravel pit located in the  
Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of Section 23-144-43 at $1.50 per cubic yd, the same rate as previous gravel agreements 
entered into earlier this year.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to enter into the gravel agreement with Loretta 
Tastad.  This motion was seconded by Commissioner Bommersbach and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Berndt provided the board with an update on the 2020 construction projects, noting work is underway on 
several projects.  Keith also provided the board with information from the Transportation Alliance on local option 
transportation funding in Minnesota.  Commissioner Bommersbach inquired of Engineer Berndt as to individuals who are 
baling road right-of-way and how long these individuals have to remove the large hay bales as he is concerned with 
safety if someone were to lose control and hit one of these, and/or the ability to see properly at intersections.  Engineer 
Berndt did not have a definite time frame, but stated that some individuals are much better than others at getting bales 
picked up.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Lisa Loegering, Regional Extension Director, addressed the board via phone as at this time Extension is not 
allowed person-to-person meetings, with regard to the resignation of Heidi Purrington as the Ag educator for Norman 
County.  Lisa explained that Extension would have the capacity to temporarily fill the position with Heather Dufault who 
is currently a part-time Ag Educator in Polk County and would be able to fill the .4 position held by Heidi Purrington, but 
would be unable to serve the county as their weed inspector.  Ms. Loegering noted that she had shared this proposal 
with the Norman County Extension Committee, and their recommendation was to move ahead with this proposal as the 
University proceeds with advertising for the Ag educator position in Norman County.  After some discussion, 
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the recommendation of the Norman County Extension Committee and 
enter into the agreement with Heather Dufault to serve as .4 position at Norman County until such time as an individual 
can be hired for Norman County.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall then asked if the board members had the opportunity to review the bills.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to approve the bills as presented,  
 
Revenue - $ 36,562.79   Road & Bridge - $  102,958.69 Building - $ 1,870.53 
 
Forfeited Tax - $ 1,993.10   Solid Waste - $ 2,826.92  County Homes - $ 685.97 
 
TOTAL:  $ 146,898.00 Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
At 10:40 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board stating that he is expecting a petition for drainage into 
the County Ditch 17 system from an individual who is currently not assessed to benefit from that drainage system.  
Attorney Brue just wanted to make commissioners aware that this could be coming in July.   
 
At 10:50 a.m. David Stene, CFO and Galen Cariveau, HR, addressed the board with regard to COVID-19 and effects it has 
had on employees, and the fact that the IRS has agreed to allow employees to make mid-year changes to their 2020 
elections for Flexible Spending Accounts.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve allowing employees to 
make mid-year changes to their Flexible Spending Account elections for 2020.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and on discussion, Mr. Stene stated that he and Mr. Cariveau would be sending out an e-mail to employees 
notifying them of this opportunity and encouraging them to contact him with any questions.  Chairman Hall called for the 
vote and all voted in favor.  
 
At 11:00 a.m. Mr. Stene along with John Rosenberger, VSO, addressed the board with regard to a quote from Morris 
Electronics for replacement of the aging telephones that were previously used by the State of Minnesota and supported 
through their IT system.  Mr. Stene noted that he had budgeted for 100 phones at $400 each which was approved in the 
2020 budget.  John has since determined that the county only needs 90 phones which can be purchased at a $348.24 unit 
price which extends to $31,341.60 with an additional cost for two expansion modules at $185.22 for a total quote of 
$31,712.04.  John also stated that he has talked with Brad Cornell, State of MN IT, and he notes that the changeover is 
expected soon and the current system would not be supported.  David also noted that Cisco just happens to put their 
phones on sale at this particular time of the year.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
approve purchase of the 90 Cisco IP Phone 8851 phones from Morris Electronics in the amount of $31,341.60.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Discussion then moved forward with Mr. Stene and Mr. Rosenberger regarding the quote for a Cisco Catalyst 4500E 
Chassis plus switches and backup power supply from Morris Electronics in the amount of $4,353.33.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the purchase of the Cisco Catalyst 4500E Chassis, switches and power supply from 
Morris Electronics.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought before the board was a 4-post open frame rack in the amount of $581.06, for mounting the 
servers in and will allow for improved safety as well as space in the computer room.  Commissioner Gunderson made a 



motion to approve purchase of the 4-post open frame rack in the amount of $581.06 from Morris Electronics.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall inquired of board members as to whether they had received the correspondence from Rob Baden, Area 
Wildlife Supervisor with DNR with respect to the notification of acceptance of a donation of the Prosby tract in sections 
25 & 36 of Rockwell Township from Pheasants Forever and the MN Prairie Chicken Society.  Norman County would 
receive In Lieu of Tax money from DNR on this tract.    
 
At 11:20 a.m. seeing there were no other matters to address before the board, Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


